Normative data and the effect of correction for prematurity on test scores in the psychomotor development of extremely low birthweight infants.
This study was concerned with the problem how we should allow for gestational age at birth when evaluating psychomotor development in extremely low birthweight (ELBW) infants. The consequences of the use of corrected and uncorrected developmental test scores as to the degree of prematurity were studied in 27 consecutive ELBW children who had been categorized as being normal on neurological and psychological testing at 5 1/2 years. The present study provides evidence that the overall trend of psychomotor development in normal ELBW children is not accelerated, but is guided by maturation of the central nervous system. This study also suggests that there are no significant differences in the predictive value of corrected and uncorrected DQ scores after 2 years of age with respect to IQ scores at 5 1/2 years.